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Professional career 
Lawrence T. Scott holds the Louise & Jim Vanderslice and Family Chair in Chemistry 
at Boston College. After completing his bachelor’s degree in chemistry at Princeton 
University in 1966 and his Ph.D. degree with R. B. Woodward at Harvard University 
in 1970, he joined the chemistry faculty at UCLA as an assistant professor. In 1975, 
he moved to the University of Nevada-Reno, where he was named Foundation 
Professor in 1985 and served as department chairman from 1988 to 1991, before 
moving to Boston College in 1993. Dr. Scott has been awarded senior scientist 
fellowships from NATO, the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, and the 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. He is an elected Fellow of both the American 
Chemical Society and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He 
has served as chairman of the Gordon Research Conference on Physical Organic 
Chemistry and sits on the Governing Board of the Organic Reaction Mechanisms 
Conferences. Both the University of Nevada-Reno and Boston College have honored 
him with Faculty Distinguished Research Awards. His most recent award is the 2011 
ACS George A. Olah Award in Hydrocarbon Chemistry. He currently serves on the 
editorial advisory board of The Journal of Organic Chemistry and as chair-elect of 
the ACS Division of Organic Chemistry.  

 
Research Interests 

Research in Professor Scott’s laboratories has center around the synthesis and study of new organic compounds 
that are characterized by unusual structures and properties. In recent years, his attention has focused 
increasingly on polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon bowls, baskets, balls, belts, and other geodesic polyarenes 
related to fullerenes and carbon nanotubes (Angew. Chem. 2004 and Chem. Rev. 2006). His scientific 
accomplishments include the first chemical synthesis of C60 in isolable quantities (Science 2001 and 2002) and 
the first chemical synthesis of a short, isomerically pure carbon nanotube (JACS 2012). He has also uncovered 
and studied numerous high temperature reactions of aromatic compounds, such as the thermal scrambling of 
carbon atoms in benzene (JACS 1987).  


