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Professional career 

Virginie Vidal was born in Paris, France. She received her undergraduate 

education and a M. Sc. in Organic Chemistry from Paris-Sud University. She 

obtained her Ph.D. under the supervision of Prof. H.P. Husson and Dr. J. Royer 

(ICSN-Gif, 1988). She then pursued post-doctoral appointments with Prof. S. 

Hanessian (University of Montreal, 1989-1990) and Prof. P. Potier & Dr. R. H. 

Dodd (ICSN-Gif, 1991). She was appointed as a CNRS Associate Researcher 

in 1991 with Prof. J.P. Genet at Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Chimie de Paris. 

She is currently Director of Research at Chimie ParisTech (Paris).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Research Interests 

Her research interests focus on transition-metal catalysis and metallo-organocatalysis for atom- and 

step-economical reactions and the design of atropisomeric ligands (Synphos and Difluorphos) for 

asymmetric catalysis. The synthesis of bio-relevant targets is also a focus in her group. She was 

Chair of the Division of Organic Chemistry of the French Chemical Society (2009-2012).  

PROFILES
As a female chemist, how did you overcome the obstacles that
you have encountered?

I think that most obstacles can be overcome with determi-
nation, consistency, and perseverance. It is also an excellent
way of learning who you are and what you want. By dis-
covering and pushing your limits you begin to understand
what you are truly capable of.

Sherry R. Chemler (State University
of New York at Buffalo, Buffalo,
New York, USA)
Research interests: Discovery, devel-
opment, and application of new
copper-promoted and -catalyzed or-
ganic reactions; stereoselective syn-
thesis and the development of dia-
stereoselective and enantioselective
reactions; asymmetric synthesis and

organometallic chemistry.
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Why do you think women should study chemistry?

I think everyone who seeks to understand the physical
world and biological systems should study chemistry. The
chemical sciences also provide a unique interface where we
can shape our world through the development of materials
and medicines. Women should study chemistry if they find
understanding and interacting with the world on the molec-
ular level satisfying.

Mikiko Sodeoka (RIKEN
Advanced Science Institute, Wako,
Saitama, Japan)
Research interests: Synthetic or-
ganic chemistry, chemical biology.
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What is the secret to being a successful female scientist?

I think that being a scientist is, by all means, a wonderful
profession with a lot of excitement and fun. Basically a
scientist is evaluated by their scientific achievement and not
by their gender. I think there is no special secret to being a
successful “female” scientist. To become a successful “scien-
tist”, she/he will need strong enthusiasm towards science, a
strong desire to be successful, good luck, etc. Of course,
scientific achievement may depend not only on such per-
sonal aspects but also the surrounding research environ-
ment including co-workers and mentors. I would like to en-
courage young female scientists to be optimistic, to con-
tinue with the challenges, and to not give up their careers!
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ale Superieure De Chimie De Paris,
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7223, Paris, France)
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formation of C!C, C!O, and
C!N bonds (Pd, Ni, Rh, Pt, Ir,
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catalysis; organic supramolecular molecules as complexing
agents.
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Why do you think young women should study chemistry?

Throughout history and up to recent times, chemistry has
been dominated by men worldwide. As such, females were
often either assisting or providing a secondary role, and in
some cases they were a lab mate in a team led and managed
by males. The fact that women formulate and develop more
balanced and nuanced views and priorities of life makes
them equipped and prepared to conduct research in chemis-
try, with the ultimate objective to contribute and improve
the well-being of humanity. That said, I would therefore
recommend chemistry to young professional women, as it
is a highly fascinating and cross-cutting discipline whereby
perseverance, intuition, critical and analytical thinking, and
creativity could lead to new and indefinite frontiers in sev-
eral areas going from materials and biology to organic sci-
ences.

Virginie Vidal (Ecole Nationale
Superieure De Chimie De Paris,
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7223, Paris, France)
Research interests: Asymmetric ca-
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gands, metallo!organocatalysis, synthesis of biologically
active compounds.
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Why do you think young women should study chemistry?

Chemicals are all around us and they are the basis for life.
As a foundation or enabling science for medicine, biology,
ecology, nutrition, or petroleum derivatives, chemistry edu-
cation promotes the training of the mind to solve problems,
think critically, and to analyze. These are skills that cannot
be acquired from books. This is very attractive for young
women, and the professional environment is, for the most
part, quite favorable to female scientists, encouraging their
promotion. Along with providing a good career, chemistry
provides young women with the opportunity to be a good


